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there was already stealing an anxiety roused by
Mme Du Barry's influence. An enlightened woman,
gifted with insight and foresight Marie-Therese
feared for her child the hostility of a mistress who
held the king's entire confidence; and she foresaw
painful clashes and conflicts.

In November 1768 Mercy, the Viennese ambas-
sador to France, wrote these lines: "The lady of
Compiegne (Mme Du Barry) resides in the castle
at the Court of the Fountains (as it is called), just
beside the apartments where Mme de Pompadour
used to live; she has a great number of servants
dressed in magnificent livery; and at festivals and
on Sundays she is to be seen at the king's Mass,
in one of the ground-floor chapels that is reserved
for her."

A little while later, the Austrian diplomat added
further details about the future countess's privi-
leges. "I heard," he confided to Kaunite, "that
she was beginning to give herself airs, that she
talked about the government and the ministers,
and the great services the State was rendered by
a favorite capable of enlightening the king on the
faults of the present administration; I heard,
furthermore, that this woman expected to be
publicly presented at Court, and that a subordinate
faction, supported by some people of higher rank,
was in favour of this project."

The Due de Cray committed to his Journal the
hesitations that made him put off Mme Du Barry's
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